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ISLAMIC COLLECTION REINSTALLED AT THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

The Cleveland Museum of Art has recently completed the reinstallation of its 
Islamic holdings. Islamic art in Cleveland now appears with greater visual impact than 
before, due to improved gallery lighting and to the significant cleaning and conservation 
of many objects in the collection. Assisted by new labels, wall texts and maps, and a new 
arrangement of the objects, visitors to the museum can now more readily appreciate 
Islamic art and grasp the threads that unify it across many centuries and across the 
continents of Africa, Asia, and Europe. About sixty examples of ceramics, metalwork, 
glass, textiles, and manuscript paintings are presently on view in the three galleries 
devoted to Islamic art. Textiles and paintings, which may be damaged by prolonged 
exposure to light, are installed a few at a time and changed periodically. 

Throughout its history, the Cleveland museum has acquired unique and world- 
famous works of Islamic art. Its distinguished collection of some 750 objects from the 8th 
through the mid-20th centuries is of extremely high quality, with particular strength in 
Iranian art. 

The term "Islamic art" refers not only to religious art, but more broadly, to art 
produced in lands under Muslim rule. Most of the objects exhibited are secular and 
utilitarian, since the primary means of artistic expression in Islamic art was the 
embellishment of functional objects-such as bowls, carpets, or bottles. 

A recently acquired ceramic dish in the main Islamic gallery exemplifies the 
energy and inventiveness of Ottoman art produced during the reign of Sultan Suleyman 
the Magnificent (reigned 1520-1566). Produced in the Turkish town of Iznik around the 
year 1540, it features a splendid, vigorous design of surging bright blue branches topped 
by scaly sage green flowers. 

The centerpiece of the next gallery is a brass bowl with silver-inlaid decoration, 
made in northeastern Iran in the early 13th century. Known as the "Wade Cup," for 
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founding museum trustee J.H. Wade, whose legacy to the museum made possible its 
purchase in 1944, this bowl is famous for an Arabic inscription running around the rim. 
Consisting of good wishes to the bowl’s owner, the inscription is written in an 
extraordinarily inventive form of Arabic script in which letters are transformed into 
energetic human and animal figures. 

The Wade Cup is installed near spectacular (and roughly contemporary) silk and 
gold textiles from northeastern Iran and central Asia. Two of the textiles now displayed, 
including the recently acquired "cloth of gold" woven with lion and griffin images in gilt- 
paper thread, will be featured in a major exhibition the museum is organizing with the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art for 1997-98, When Silk was Gold: Central Asian & Chinese 
Textiles. 

In addition to secular objects, visitors can also examine objects that served the 
Islamic faith, such as an early-16th-century prayer niche from Iran, a brilliantly enameled 
and gilded mosque lamp from early-14th-century Egypt, and elegantly written pages from 
Korans that are enriched with radiant gold illumination. 

Mary McWilliams, assistant curator for Islamic art, oversaw the reinstallation. 
Mrs. McWilliams is the first curator of the Department of Islamic Art, created in 1992. 
She worked in cooperation with Joseph L. Finizia of the Department of Design and 
Installation. In addition to the works on view in the reinstalled galleries, Islamic art of 
India can be found in the museum’s Asian galleries, and Islamic art from Spain, in the 
Medieval galleries. 

As part of the Cleveland Museum of Art’s permanent collection, the Islamic 
galleries are open to the public admission-free. 
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